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SENATE BI LL 5358

Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Keiser and Parlette

Read first time 01/21/2005. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to speech-| anguage pathol ogi sts and audi ol ogi sts;
and anendi ng RCW 18. 35. 010, 18. 35.020, 18.35.060, and 18. 35. 195.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.35.010 and 2002 ¢ 310 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

As used in this chapter, unless the context requires otherw se:

(1) "Assistive listening device or systent nmeans an anplification
system that is specifically designed to inprove the signal to noise
ratio for the listener, reduce interference from noise in the
background, and enhance hearing levels at a distance by picking up
sound from as close to source as possible and sending it directly to
the ear of the listener, excluding hearing instrunments as defined in
this chapter.

(2) "Licensed audiologist" nmeans a person who is licensed by the
departnment to engage in the practice of audiology and neets the
qualifications in this chapter.

(3) "Audiol ogy" neans the application of principles, nethods, and
procedures related to hearing and the disorders of hearing and to
rel ated | anguage and speech di sorders, whether of organic or nonorganic
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origin, peripheral or central, that inpede the normal process of human
communi cation including, but not limted to, disorders of auditory
sensitivity, acuity, function, processing, or vestibular function, the
application of aural habilitation, rehabilitation, and appropriate
devices including fitting and dispensing of hearing instrunments, and
cerunen managenent to treat such disorders.

(4) "Board" neans the board of hearing and speech.

(5) "Departnment" nmeans the departnent of health.

tines.

A)) "Establishnment"” neans any permanent site housing a person
engaging in the practice of fitting and dispensing of hearing
instruments by a hearing instrunent fitter/di spenser or audi ol ogist;
where the client can have personal contact and counsel during the
firm s business hours; where business is conducted; and the address of
which is given to the state for the purpose of bonding.

((68))) (7) "Facility" neans any permanent site housing a person
engaging in the practice of speech-|anguage pathol ogy and/ or audi ol ogy,
excluding the sale, | ease, or rental of hearing instrunents.

((69Y)) (8) "Fitting and di spensing of hearing instrunments" neans
the sale, lease, or rental or attenpted sale, lease, or rental of
hearing instruments together with the selection and nodification of
hearing instrunments and the adm nistration of nondiagnostic tests as
speci fied by RCW 18. 35. 110 and the use of procedures essential to the
performance of these functions; and includes recommending specific
hearing instrunment systens, specific hearing instrunents, or specific
hearing instrunent characteristics, the taking of inpressions for ear
nol ds for these purposes, the use of nondiagnostic procedures and
equi pnent to verify the appropriateness of the hearing instrunent
fitting, and hearing instrunment orientation. The fitting and
di spensing of hearing instrunents as defined by this chapter may be
equally provided by a licensed hearing instrunent fitter/di spenser or
I i censed audi ol ogi st.

((283)) (9) "Good standing" nmeans a |icensed hearing instrunment
fitter/dispenser, licensed audiologist, or I|icensed speech-|anguage
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pat hol ogi st whose |icense has not been subject to sanctions pursuant to
chapter 18.130 RCW or sanctions by other states, territories, or the
District of Colunbia in the last two years.

((+)) (10) "Hearing instrunment" neans any wearable prosthetic
i nstrunment or device designed for or represented as aiding, inproving,
conpensating for, or correcting defective human hearing and any parts,
attachnments, or accessories of such an instrunent or device, excluding
batteries and cords, ear nolds, and assistive |istening devices.

((+2)) (11) "Hearing instrunent fitter/di spenser” neans a person
who is licensed to engage in the practice of fitting and di spensing of
hearing instrunents and neets the qualifications of this chapter

((3)1)) (12) "Interimpermt holder" neans a person who holds the
permt created under RCW 18.35.060 and who practices under the
((ei+eet)) supervi si on of a i censed heari ng i nstrunent
fitter/dispenser, licensed speech-language pathologist, or |icensed
audi ol ogi st.

((24)y)) (13) "Secretary" nmeans the secretary of health.

((£25))) (14) "Licensed speech-1anguage pathol ogi st” means a person
who is licensed by the departnent to engage in the practice of speech-
| anguage pat hol ogy and neets the qualifications of this chapter.

((£26))) (15) "Speech-Ianguage pat hol ogy" neans the application of
principles, nethods, and procedures related to the devel opnent and
di sorders, whether of organic or nonorganic origin, that inpede oral,
pharyngeal, or |laryngeal sensorinotor conpetencies and the norma
process of human conmmunication including, but not [imted to, disorders
and rel ated di sorders of speech, articulation, fluency, voice, verba
and witten | anguage, auditory conprehension, cognition/comunication,
and the application of augnentative comruni cation treatnment and devices
for treatnment of such disorders.

Sec. 2. RCW18.35.020 and 2002 ¢ 310 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) No person shall engage in the fitting and di spensing of hearing
instruments or inmply or represent that he or she is engaged in the
fitting and dispensing of hearing instrunments unless he or she is a
licensed hearing instrunment fitter/di spenser or a |licensed audi ol ogi st
or holds an interimpermt issued by the departnent as provided in this
chapter and is an owner or enployee of an establishnment that is bonded
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as provided by RCW 18. 35.240. The owner or nmanager of an establishnent
that dispenses hearing instrunments is responsible under this chapter
for all transactions nmade in the establishnent nane or conducted on its
prem ses by agents or persons enpl oyed by the establishnent engaged in

fitting and dispensing of hearing instrunents. Every establishnent
that fits and di spenses shall have in its enploy at | east one |icensed
hearing instrunment fitter/dispenser or |I|icensed audiologist at all

times, and shall annually submt proof that all testing equipnent at
that establishnment that is required by the board to be calibrated has
been properly cali brated.

(2) Effective January 1, 2003, no person shall engage in the
practice of audiology or inply or represent that he or she is engaged
in the practice of audiology unless he or she is a |licensed audi ol ogi st
or holds an audiology interim permt issued by the departnent as
provided in this chapter. Audi ol ogists who are certified as
educational staff associates by the state board of education are
excluded unless they elect to becone licensed under this chapter.
However, a person certified by the state board of education as an
educational staff associate who practices outside the school setting
nust be a licensed audiol ogi st.

(3) Effective January 1, 2003, no person shall engage in the
practice of speech-|anguage pathology or inply or represent that he or
she is engaged in the practice of speech-|anguage pathol ogy unl ess he
or she is a licensed speech-|anguage pathol ogist or holds a speech-
| anguage pathology interimpermt issued by the departnent as provided
in this chapter. Speech- | anguage pathol ogists who are certified as
educational staff associates by the state board of education are
excluded unless they elect to becone licensed under this chapter.
However, a person certified by the state board of education as an
educational staff associate who practices outside the school setting
nust be a licensed speech-I|anguage pathol ogi st.

Sec. 3. RCW 18. 35. 060 and 2002 ¢ 310 s 6 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

The departnent, upon approval by the board, shall issue an interim
permt authorizing an applicant for speech-|anguage pathol ogi st
licensure or audiologist licensure who, except for the postgraduate

prof essi onal experience and the exam nation requirenents, neets the
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academ c and practicum requirenments of RCW 18.35.040(2) to practice
under ((e+reet)) supervision. The interimpermt is valid for a period
of one year from date of issuance. The board shall determ ne
conditions for the interimpermt.

Sec. 4. RCW18.35.195 and 2002 ¢ 310 s 21 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) This chapter shall not apply to mlitary or federal governnent
enpl oyees.

(2) This chapter does not prohibit or regul ate:

(a) Fitting or dispensing by students enrolled in a board-approved
program who are directly supervised by a |icensed hearing instrunent
fitter/dispenser, a |icensed audi ol ogi st under the provisions of this

chapter, or an instructor at a two-year hearing instrunent
fitter/di spenser degree programthat is approved by the board,
(b) Heari ng i nst runent fitter/di spensers, speech- | anguage

pat hol ogi sts, or audiologists of other states, territories, or
countries, or the District of Colunbia while appearing as clinicians of
bona fide educational sem nars sponsored by speech-|anguage pat hol ogy,
audi ol ogy, hearing instrunment fitter/dispenser, nedical, or other
heal i ng art professional associations so |ong as such activities do not
go beyond the scope of practice defined by this chapter; and

(c) The practice of audiology or speech-|anguage pathology by
persons certified by the state board of education as educational staff
associ ates, except for those persons electing to be licensed under this
chapter. However, a person certified by the state board of education
as an educational staff associate who practices outside the school
setting nust be a licensed audiologist or I|icensed speech-Ianguage
pat hol ogi st .

Passed by the Senate March 9, 2005.

Passed by the House April 5, 2005.

Approved by the Governor April 13, 2005.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 13, 2005.
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